By 1950 he would be laid to rest, exhausted by his brutal multi-state law reform agenda that was the hall mark of his 25 year legal career. He would not live to see his efforts to eliminate racial discrimination from the face of the nation's law books com pleted. Along the way he would work with several legendary Maryland law yers in cases that were the blueprint for dismantling the sinister practice known as "Jim Crow" that poisoned the nation's ideal of equal justice under law.
The Marylandcourtswere Houston's laboratory. This native of Washington D.C. took many short drives and train trips to Maryland to do legal battle. In all, Houston was lead or co-counsel in over a dozen precedent setting cases in Maryland appellate courts. Because the District of Columbia was not a state, Houston needed Maryland to reform equal protection under the 14th amendment to the United States Constitution. His goal was to overturn the flawed "separate but equal" doc trine announced in Plessy v. Ferguson 163 U. S. 537 (1896) .
Baltimore born Thurgood Marshall was Houston's star pupil. He would personally train and mentor him to spearhead the battle against racial injustice. At the time of the case Houston would urge members of the black community to show up in court to support the case dressed in their "Sunday best" to help the press take interest in its importance. For that task he called upon the local NAACP branch president Lillie M.Carroll Jackson and her daughter Juanita Jackson who became NAACP's National Youth Director. Houston worked close! y with the energetic and courageous Juanita when they were both at the NAACP national office. He sent her to Scottsboro. Alabama in the 1930s to meet on behalf of the organization with the defendants in the famous "Scottsboro Boys" cases, where several young black men were falsely accused of raping two white women while all were hitch-hiking on a freight train.
Houston would encourage Juanita to go the law school where she became the first African American women to attend the University of Maryland and the first to be an Editor of its law review. She would later become one of Maryland's greatest lawyers, working on many precedent setting civil rights cases of her own. Houston saved Ades law license. Houston would argue that Ades' zeal in representing a black defendant in a racially charged case deserved some consideration. Judge Soper would rule, "Taking into consideration the unquestioned service rendered in the Lee case, the injuries which the respondent suffered at the hands of lawless men while acting as counsel in that case, and the fact that he has already suffered a suspension from the bar of this court for approximately five months, it is believed that a public reprimand will suffice". In Re: Ades 6 F. Supp. 467(Md.1934 In what could be described as one of the first environmental racism cases, Houston filed suit on behalf of sev-eral well known middle class African -American families who lived on Druid Hill Avenue and McCullough streets in Baltimore. The basis of the law suit was the City's plan to change those streets from "two way" to "one way" streets, placing what Houston would describe as a "superhighway" through the City's most important African American community. Chisell v. Mayor of Baltimore, 69 A.2d 53 (Md.1949) . Houston attempted to use taxation and due process arguments to show that the community had no way to protest the change that had ::I great effect on their safety. Although Houston did not prevail, the appellate record of the case demonstrates a keen use of engineers, public documents and expert witness that would rival any modern complex litigation.
Working with him on that case was another promising law student on his summer break named Milton B. Allen. After graduating from law school, Allen would be a founder of the first predominantly African American law firm in downtown Baltimore, Brown, Allen, Watts, Murphy, Russell and Dorsey. The firm would become the first to integrate its legal staff with the hiring of associate Stephen Harris in the early 1960' s. Harris would later become Maryland's State Public Defender.
Milton Allen would be elected the first African American State's Attorney in Baltimore City in1970 and the first to hold the job of chief prosecutor in any major U.s. city. He would later serve as a Circuit Court judge. In a 1976 interview Milton Allen would describe Houston as a brilliant man who was far ahead of his time.
In 1947 Houston would join forces with local attorney WilliamH. Murphy Sr. in the representation of Eugene James in a death penalty case involving the tragic murder of an eleven year old girl in Northwest Baltimore City. James v. State, 65 A.2d. 888 (Md. 1949) . Attempting to establish what could be described as a "diminished capacity defense" the legal team called five mental health experts and used for the first time in Maryland history the Rorschach ink blot test in their defense strategy. They battled in the case against an outstanding team of trial lawyers that included lead counsel Anselm Sodaro and Allan Hamilton Murrell.
The strategy did not prevail but at the conclusion of the case Judge M. 
